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THE 
Long Parliament Diflolved. 


<$# Þ <Þ#$ ISDOM faith, There & as 'yyel! a time to 
Cry #8 Speak, 4s 4 time zo be Silewmt ; And though 
$+ \\/ Wiſe Men are often hardly put to it, to 
G4 »Þ know the Proper ſeaſons of the one of 


the other ; Yet where Neceffity hath left 
Vo Þ $Þ »*> no Choice, but abſolmely impoſeth One 
gpon us, there can be no Stait npon the Judgment. And 
would to God it could not be mademolt demonſtrable that 
ſuch a Neceffity we are under at this time. For no leſs 
than the Leyys, and with them the Lives, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties of every Prelich-Man is at Stake ; and we, with all 
_ other our Fellow English-Aen, areunderthe higheſt Obli. 
gation to break our guilty Silence, or with our "Tongues in 
our Mouthes, fee all our Artic Rights Raped from Us and 
our Poſterity forever ; and our Living Child of Liberty and 
Property, {lily tolen from our fides, and a Dead One of Yeſ- 
ſalage and AX erylaidin its room. 

V Vherefore on our own behalf, and the behalfes of all 0. 
| ther the People of England, we crave leave to ſpeake. 

As Reaſon diffterenceth Men from Bruits, fo Levys ( which 
are butthe reſults of Reaſor: ) loth difference Free-xzer from 
Slaves : Forit is Layy on'y which makes and ſecures our 
Liberties and Properties, that neither they nor we, are Go» 
verned as Bea#ts by will and Pleaſure; butlays ſuch a KRe- 
ſtrant upon the Government, as that it cannot do tous, or 
any thing thatis ours, 44 Libitum, but muſt Govery as the 
Levy diceds, 

Hence was it that the wiſdom of our Anceſtops laid out 
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it ſelf more, to Legally ſecure our lzyes, liberties and for. 
zunes from all Wrovgs from the Government, than from the 
private Injuries of ove Man to another : For they knew that 
occaſional aud temporary /xyys would eafily be made to re. 
rain theſe, if they did ; Butto ſecure the other, make ſure 
proviſion of frequent parliaments : For they had fo glori. 
ous a Value of, and kindneſs for our Englich liberty, that 
they would not truſt the Guardimns/ip thereofto any under 
Heaven, but to the people them ſelves, And Far for that 
they might have a continued Aflurance anda perpetual $a- 
tisfaQRion that their /zberties ſhould continue in at quo, Tt 
was Ordaincd, That for the maintenance of the ſaid liber- 
ties, and Remedy of Miſchiefs and Grievances that daily hap- 
pong A parliament should be heldonce every year, 36. Edw, 
3. Cap. 10, | 
Tis true, ſome ofour kings have omitted the holding of 
arliajzents for a longer time than a year, and the people 
Hine filently waited, and born that Omiflion, And in like 
manner ſo have we, not withſtanding his C21aje/ties Coro- 
ation 01th, and his many moſt ſolemn and oft repeated 
promiſes for the Keeping of the lavvs : and yet continuing a 
parliament of the prodigious length of x 5 or x6 yeares, till 
they. were not the Repreſentativesof the one half of the 
Peopleof England : Yet, we fay,we held ourpeace. And 
though we know, that a!lthe People of England have equal 
Right to be Repreſented, and could make it demonſtrable, 
thata Parliament of that. length can never be the Repreſer- 
zativeof half the people; for all from 21 years of age to 37, 
which are the 2/ajor part of the people of Enzland, both in 
Number and Vigor, and the Flower and Strength of the 
Xingdom, and that are only able to Defend it from any Ene- 
mies or Invalions, were never Repreſented inthis parliament; 
and that the major part of thoſe thar were Repreſertea, 
never ſo much as thought or intended that the zr// they 


gave, ſhould be continued to ſucha monſtrous duration: 
Or 
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for the Gentry of Z»cland, who think themſelves born to 
havetheir ſhare in Rulirgagwell as, being Ruled, judge it a 
very hard thing upon/them, That they ſhould be ſecluded 
from their hopes of having the honour to ſerve their king 
and Country in parliament (the greateK Schoole of knovvledge 
and improvement in the Xingdom ) be bound to walk m the 
Hall, or like Laquies, wait in the. Lobby all their lives lopg, * 
and fee 5oo perſons bold the Seat, asif they had each of 
- them a Patten for his place; whereas if we had annual} par- 
laments according to Law, there might 8000 Gentilemen 
have ſervedin parliament fince the King reſtoration, which 
had been: agreat accompliſhment to. the Xiogdom; And 
_ thatthere being atleaſt 20cov Gentlemeninthe Kivgdom, 
apd many of them of as good Brains, Families, and For- 
tunes asany in the Houſe, and ſhould bedebarred from that 
higeft Truſt and, Honour, aud ſhoufd:be forced to dance 
attendance all their dayes og: 506. .ogly;,would have pro. 
voked any: Nation in the V Yorldto-have ſpoke but we. 
And yet for all this we were filent and reſolved to wait with 
patience : For we confidred, though we had not what we 
_ oughit to have; yebit was but ſill a ſkn of -Orniſſiop, and did 
think with our ſelves, that ſame Circumſtance of Aﬀais 
abroad, and the Povetty and Diſcwitent. of the People at 
home, would at laft reduce things into their old and proper 
Order, and that we ſhould at length ſee Parliaments in their 
Antient Legal Channel again, and both K17 and People 
reaping 'the Fruits ahd Bleſſings, that would flow trum 
thence. ; 

But in ſtead thereof, to our great amazement, all on the 
ſaddain, ws found our ſelves plunged into a for greater 
extremity. than eyer; for: whereas before: Parliaments were 
only omitted or continued longer than the law intended, 
but now by the laſt Prorogatlon, the king hath poſitively 
Ordered that a P«rljament ſhall not be held within the time 
appointed by law : So that the matter is come to this 
nAr- 
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varrow Tae, That either this Prorogation is Null, and the 
Parliament at an End, ot Allour L AFVVS are of no Effet, 
And chereforewe Appeale to Mankind in general, and more 
parucularly to every Member of the late Farliament, V Yhe. 
ther we are not reduced to an unavoidable neceffity of 
 Breakingour Silence. ['3-!ts 
For, our Law (7iz.) 4. Edvyy. 3. Cp, 30. 36. Ed. 3, Cap. 14 
5. Edyy. 3+ No. 14Ts 5. Ed. 2. No. --- 1, Rich. No, y5.Do 
poſitively po The Meeting of « Parliament once "within « 
year. Bat direRly contrary to all theſe Statutes, this lafk 
Prorogation doth Order the Parliament not to Meet within 
a Year, but ſome Months after. And therefore either this 
Prorogationis Nulland Void in Law, and conſequently the 
Sitting and A@ing as a Parliement isat an End, or elſe by 
your Sitting and ARtng, you will Admir and Juſtify, That 
a particular Order iugs is £0 be obeyed, tho contra- 
ry to an AQt of Parliament, of what importance ſoever ; and 
reby at once ſubvert the whole Government of Eng/awd 
by Law. The dreadfull Conſequences whereof would fill 
any true English- Man with Indignation to confider. 
For if a particular Order of the King is to be obeyed con- 
trary toall thoſe Laws, madefor holding Parliaments for 
the Maintenance of all the Laws of the Kingdom, and Re- 
medy of Miſchiefs and Grievances which daily happeo, then 
another particular Order of the Kings, contrary to Hagn:- 
Charta; and another Order of the Kings, contrary to the 
Petition of Right ; andanother particular Order of the Kings, 
contrary to the Statute De Tallagio mor concedendo, mull alſo 
| be obyed. So that then the Xing may by his particular Or- 
der take away any mans Life, Li or Eftate, when ever 
hepleaſeth : And our condition is changed from that of 
Freemen, to be worſe than that of Yilleines : For tho the 
Lord hadthe power over his Fi{laines Goods and Liberty, 
yethehad nota power overthe Life of his 7i/4ine, that the 


Lay ſecured to him, Butifthe Kiogs particular Order o_ 
| | trar 


| 
trary to Law, muſt be obeyed, we have nothing to ſecure 
our very Lives unto us. 


Forifour Lives, Liberties and Eſtates have their Securi- 
ty fromthe Zeyys only, andthe Layys have their Mainte. 
nance from Parliamen, then if a particular Order of the 
Xing concerviog the Sitting of Farliamens muſt be obeyed 
contrary to all theſe ARts, made for holding of Parliaments, 
the Xing when ever he pleaſeth may take away both the 
Laws which ſhould ' Secure us, and Parliaments which 
ſhould ſecure our Laws, and then in what a condition wc 
fhallbe left, ( we conceive) both you and we may eafily 
judg; For now if any threatens to take away our Lives ar- 
bijcrarity, and without the legal Judgment of our peers, or 
our liberities without ſhewing cauſe in Law we can anſwer 
Magza Charts will not ſuffer you. If anythreaten to vio- 
kte our Properties, we can now anſwer the Petition of Right 
willnot faffer you, 1f any attempt to raiſe money without 
conſentin P.arli2ment,we can yet ſay, No, the law De Tallagio 
wor concedendo will not permit you, But if the Kings particu- 
lar Order contrary to theſe Laws muſt give ſ#percedias to 
them, and be obeyed by us, what have we to auſwer then ? 
For youthrow the whole People of Eg/and on their knees 
tobeg for their Lives, and for what part of their liberties and 


' propertieswill and pleaſure will. pleaſe to ſpare them. 


The Levvs are the Banks and Fence of our L :zves, and 
all that we can call Ours, ſo that no man can wrong us, uci- 
ther in our Perſons norour Properties, but we can ſtrait run 
tothem for Right, But if contrary to [ -vy, an Ordce: of the 
Kings, that breakes down theſe Banks and Bounds, a1id like 
an Inundation overflows all our Freedom, mult be vbcyed, 
V. Vhat end will there be of our Miſeries? V Vhere will it Rop 
or who, or what can ſtop it > Now 'tis injuſtice in ary per- 
fon whileft our /2vys govern us, to take ary thing that is ours 
legally from us, but if the kings Order agair{t our lays 
wuklt be obeyed, *'ewill be Mercy that ary ther get cours 1 


-" 
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left ns. Nay to ſay truth, then all is his, and we have nothing 
that we can Call ours, for 'tis /zyy-alone that makes pro. 
wrty, 

” Nor are our written /ayys and /azutes ohly lubvertted, 
but the Common {yy may alſo by the fame Rule : For 
if an O:cder of the king muſt be obeyed, againſt 4s of 
parliament of the higheſt Importatice, and moſt Univerſal 
concern, | then alſo may his Order be obeyed againſt the 
Common Iwyy ; And then where as by the Common layy 
every Member of Parliament is to have 4o days Summons 
before the Meeting of parliament, that he may havetime 
ſaficient or prepare himſelf tocome up andattend the dif. 
charge of his duty, that there may bea full Adſembly, and 
nothing done upon the catch, nor by a party ; the. kings 
Order contrary to this /xyy may reftrain the 40 dayes to 20, 
10, 5,4 dayes nay, 24 hours if he pleaſe ; and it may beca- 
ily ſappoſed, hecannot want a ,20r7um of, each Houſe, of 
his own Servants and Officers who may diſpatch what levys 
ſoeyer he pleaſeth, though to the total alteration of the 
Government, bcfore any from the Country can comeupto 
hinder it. | 

And not only the Statute and Common /zyy, but lex & 
conſuetuts parliamenti, the laws and cuftoms of parliament, 
is Iikewiſe ſubyerted. For whereas by that law nd cuſtom 
of parliament 40 Members and a Speaker makes a Houle, 
this or any ſucceeding kings, may by the ſame power, or- 
der that 24, pay 14, orany leſs number 'ſhall make a Houſe, 
and then a' parliament may be-packt with eaſe at pleaſure. 
- And the law and cuſtom of parliament allowes freedom ot 
debat?, and indemnifies every Member that ſpeaks his mind, 
from any other Judgement but that of their own Bar / trom 
which freedom it hath the denomination of par/;a7:c7t / But 
ifaprivate Order of the king or his Succeſſors muſtbe 0- 
beyed, the Members of either Houſe may be brought to 
anſwer for their freedom of ſpeech at the &in75-berch-bars 
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and from thence at a worſe place, ard they have no Lawlef: 
 norcuftom of Parliament to relivethem. | | 


We might inftance in many other Laws and cuſtoms of 


Partament, by which extraordinary Priviledges are given 


to the whole Parliament, and to every Member thereof tm 
particular, but that would rather befit a Volumn than ſucha 
Diſcourſe : Wherefore we will ſhut up this Point with this 


, Concluſion : That if you do admit that the Kings Order, con- 


trary to Levy, muſt be Obeyed, you do admit, that the K ing and 
his ſucceſſors, may hold Parliaments only yyhen they pleaſe, and 
wyhen they .do hold them, may make them do yyhat they pleaſe ; 
N 49, that they may wvith or without Parliaments make Lavys 
or make their particular Orders and Proclamations go for Layys 
raiſe Money, and do'to Parliaments, and all the People of Eng- 
land, zo their lives, to their liberties, and to their eſtates, yyhat- 
ſever either the kings themſelves, their miniſters, or the yyor 
of evil: Counjellors cafideſire. Anadmiſhon ſo Impudent 
that the French Tyranny came in more modeſtly . than this. 
For the Frech King introduced his Abſolute Rule by Court- 
ſhip, He pray d alayy to order him to raiſe Money but till their 
next Meeting, and that neither but if there were occaſion ; 
which the Parliament by Inadvertency granted, and have 
never Met ſtnce. But hedid not iffue out an Order contrary 
tothe Laws, and bare-fac'd impoſe his Will upon them : For 
thothey werE French-men they could never endure that : 
And ſhall -Zzglish-men, rot by Inadrertency, but upon De- 
liberdtion-patiently ſuffer the {cli ſame Yoak to be put upon 
them, 6h worſer Tearms ? 

This we ſay 'not; Gentlement, by way of acknowledg- 
ment that youare in a legal vena now, to do us either 
good or hurt, for your Day is done,and your ['ower expired, 
butthatyou may not like a Snuffe, ſmell ill after you are our, 
For the 6nly' reaſon why we more particularly dire& our 
ſelves twyou, is, becauſe of the CharaQer you have boro, 
thattherefore you ſhould not ſo much as ſeem to give Pre» 
opative the upper hand of the Law, That However why 

| B avec 


Lio]- 

lived, yetall may fay and witneſs for yon, that you dyed wel! 
and made aworthy End. For, it is, now no timeto flatter 
you, and therefore we deal truly with you; Thipgs are at 
their Ifſae, and either you are dead or our Laws are fo: But 
our Laws, we are ſure are living, and we truſt will liveto all 
Generations, though there areſome Gentlemen of your 
Afﬀembly, ſo defirous of longer Lite, that they labour migh. 
tily to perſwade the world, 'That the Laws we mention for 
Annual Parliaments, are Repealed : But it they are, 'tis this 
Prorogation hath Repealed them : For they were declared 
tobe in force when the 77:eral At was made in 16 Carol; 
primi ; and ſo they are in the Statute for Repealing that 
Triennal A, in 16 Caroli ſecundy, intheſe notable words, 

And becauſe by the ancient Lavvs and Statutes of this Realm 
avade in the Reign of King Edw. 3. Parliaments are to be held 
very often, KC, how this At ſhould title them the 
Antient Lawvs and Statutes of this Realm, and lay, that by 
them Parliaments are ta be held very often, if they were Re- 
pealed and were no laws and ſtatutes of the Realm, iswon- 
drons ſtrange. Forifthey were no Laws and ftatutes, then 
certainly Parljsmengs, are: not tobe held very often, nor at 
all by them; but that Law affirms, They are the Antient 
Laryys and Statutes of the Realm,and ſuch Laws and Statutes 
that Parliaments are to be held by them : So that you ſee 
thefe Laws were declaredin| force, even by your ſelves in 
the fixteenth year of his Majeſties Reign, and we are ſure 
there hath been no new Parltament ſince to Repeal thew, 
however we hope the whole Nation will ritly obſerve 
every man among you, that to fita littlelonger yet, would 
ſacrifice to this Prorogation, the very beſt laws ( andin them 
all the Laws and Liberties } of England. 

Therefore let not any delude you with ſuch little pittifull 
ObjeQions, that you your ſelvesare aſhamed-to acknow- 
ledge for your own; and urge them only as other mens opi- 
pions, for theſe ſorry doſes will never do, no nor the higheſt 
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cordial they can propoſe, your Voting your elves alive ; 


for Miracles are ceaſed, and if they were not, rafing a dead 


Parliament to Life again, is beyond the power of any mor. 
. tal, and one of thoſe workes that ceaſeth forever. 


"Tis very ftrange to ſee how theſe Gentlemen wriggle a- 

bout, and like drowning perſons catch at every ftraw to ſaye 
them. 
Yeſterday they urged theſe laws were Repeaked, and now 
they ſee they can do no good there, to day they acknow- 
ledge that they arein force, and appſy all their witto prove 
tharthe Laws may ftand, and this prorogation too : For fay 
they, Thoſe Laws do appoint, we ſhall have a Parliament 
once a year, and ſo we ſhall have for all this Prorogation ; 
for we had a Parliament in 75, and we ſhall have a Parlia- 
mentin 76 3 This isa very fine account : But according to 
this computation there may be x 4, 16, or 23, months as well 
2512 ina year : But he is a very novice in our Law, thas 
knows not, that where ever a year, every year, vyithin a year, 
yearly, or once 4 year, is mentioned in any Statute, it is to be 
underftood zyvelve Months only, and not one day more of 
leſs : As may be ſeen in the Statutes of U/zry, Recuſancy, 
Comformity, A ppedds for AHMurder, and all othet Statutes, 
wherein a year is expreſſed. 6þ | 

And itis more repugnant to reaſon to underſtand by a year 
intheſe Statutes more than #yyelve months, then in any of 
theformer ; for the following words, _And more! often, if 
need be, And'the urging the Reaſon of their frequence; 
For the maintence of the Lavvs and the remedying of Griev- 
ances and Miſchiefs wohich daily happen, do only ſhew, 
that the Laws do not intend that Parliaments ſhould alwayes 
be intermitted for ſo long as tvyelve months, but never 
longer, But theſe Gentlemen wonld rather alter our v 
p27 ne e, and the Common acceptation of words, than 
ceale to be a Parliament. 

And therefore this laſt Prorogation is Null in Zaw, in or- 
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dering a Parl;ament ſhall not be held till #/7cennenths, con. 
trary to the Laws that order, a Parliament ſhall be held once 
every year, and if the prorogation be Null, you are Nulled 
therewith. 

Now do not think to ſalve your Authority by your own 
Vote, for we and all men muſt tell you, /Thatno Parliament 
that is not antecedently fo, can make it ſelf a Parliament by 
Vote, and aothing can be the Cauſe of it ſelf. 

Well ! But now fince neither the Laws are Repealed to 
make room tor this Prorogatioh, nor the Prorogation and 
the Laws are able to. ſtand both together, theſe , EW 
hunt to find out a third expedient, and fay, That if the Pro. 
rogation be null, becauſe of its illegal length of time, yet they 
are not thereby difſolyed but ouly diſmifled /e dje, and to 
be recalled by the Kings Proclamation ; a ſubterfuge as yain 
as either of the former, and altogether as unable to anſwer 
theends of thoſe that urge it ; = if the Kings prorogation 
was Null in Law, becauſcit ordered the meeting of the Par- 
liament at a day of ſuchan undue length as was contrary. to 
the Law, then how can a Proclamation, ordering theirmett- 
ing on the ſame day, make it good in Law.? For the only 
thing illegahio the!Prorogation was the length of time, ( for 
itsnot to be doubted but his Majeſty may prorogue Parlia- 
ments, ſo it be notcontrary to Law ) and to think that a Pro- 
chmation for meeting at the ſame time ( or indeed at any 
time ) can cure the illegality of the !'rorogation is butanab- 
ſurd opinion. Et ume abſurdo dato, mille ſequuntur. 

And therefore we afhrm, 'That a Prorogation or diſmil- 
fion /ine die, was one of theantient Forms of diffolving Par- 
kaments, for a Parliament ſo diſmiſſed, never ſat again, nor 
was it ever done in any other caſe. And good reaſon, for 
otherwiſe all our Laws would be utterly eluded. : For it the 
Laws appoint a Parliament ſhall be holden once ever year, 
and a prorogation comes and fayes no;a Parliament ſhall 
not be held till a year and a quarter, and after you EF 
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prorogation Null and Void in Law, yon can flide' your! 
ſelves from .under the Prorogation ( and are content 
that there ſhould be a Nullity ) and ſhelter your ſelves 
under a ſize dje and urge that on your behalf ; we ſay, 
could you do this, Our Laws were of no avail but meer 
Cyphers only. | 

And therefore we fay firſt, That it is not really fo, 
for you were prorogued to a certain day, and not {ine 
die'; and it the Law make that day ( to which you 
are prorogued ) as Impoſhble ever to come, as the 
thirtieth of February, we cannot help that ; but it is the 
only. day upon - which your being ſands, and if by the 
Law. that day can never come, then by the ſame law you 
can never come; | 

But were it ſo, ftill it'were butas broad as long, for a 
Prorogation fue. die,” is nothing but a diffolution neither, 
for there is no* other fre die in; Nature-but that : fo that 
look which: way'you will; whether on the Prorogation of 
the ffteenth of February, or a Diſmiſſion, ſine die, the law 
ſhews you nothing but Death ; and you love to be Mem- 
bers of Parliament'a great deal better than we, if you will 
adventure your 'Zives and Fortunes, to fit atter the Zayy 
hath put a D#ſ/ol#ri9r obtyou. = | 

Edyvard the Fourth held a Parliament the eight day of 
April, in the thirteenth year of his Reign, whichhe Proro- 
oved to. the fixth of oFober following, but beipg defirqus 
'tocall them ſooner, if rhe urgency of his affaires ſhould re- 
quire it, no other expedient oould be found to enable the 
King todo it,but by a ſpecial 'ACt of Parliamenc to adjorn 
them to that time, and yer, if occaſion did require, toſum- 
mon them ſooner, which A&t was made with that caution 
and legal formalliry, that in the very Record of that Pro-. 
___ there is a S/vv for the Actof Parliament, and the; 
AQ it ſelf recited, iz ha: verbs, in the Record, Rot, Part., 
I3* Edyy. 4. No. 42, | 
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Ttem, codem oct avo dis Aprilis, poſt gy atias reditas tx pay. 
te didti, Domine Regis & ejus manaato per venerabilem patye, 
Willm. Bathon. & Welle. Epiſcopum Cancellarium pre. 
{aftis Dominis & omnibus tunc ibidem preſentibus, de eorum 
bois diligentiis & laboribus circa ea quo ſabiex parte Regia jn- 
mntta fucrunt exhibitis & oftend. Idem Cancellarius ex may. 
aato eguſdem Dom. Regis ulterius declaravit qualiter Idem Do. 
»inus Rex, ſacrum tempus Luadrageſtmate tun inftans &e fe. 
Ye preteritum, ad ſacrum Feftum Palche, tunc quaſi in proxi- 
720 exiſtens, quam, neceſſarium ath, placabile eſſet, tam Domi- 
.is quam Communibus,ditto Parliamento intendentibus ad ſus 
[.ibertates exſtere,aliaſh, cauſas urgentes ipſum Dominum Re- 
gem & Regnum ſuum Angie concernentes, debits diſcuſſionis 
þ bramine, ponderans Parliamentum ſuum predittum, uſ9, ſex- 
:um diem OCtobris tunc proximum futurum, ad idem Palati- 
4m apud Weſtminſter, quo tunc erat tentam, tunc ibidem te- 
renſpit protogane C& adjornand. & illud realiter ſic pro- 
rogavit & adjornavit,omnibus & ſmgulis quorum inter fuit fir- 
miter injungendo quod ad dittum ſextum diem OCtobris apud 
dicti Palacium Weſtmin. excuſatione querung, ceſſante perſe- 
zaliter convenient tn negotiis ict Parliament i proceſſurus.---- 
Salva ſemper prefato Domino Regs, conditione in quodam Aitu 
authoritate dicti Parliamenti ſuper hujuſmodi prorogatione & 
adjornatione edzto contenta : CuJus quidem AtFus tenor de 
vero inverbum hic ſubſequenter inſeritur, viz. 

Foraſmuch as the King intendeth to 

Rot. Parl. 13. Ed. Prorogue and adjourn this his preſent 
4 No. 43: Parliament to this his Palace of Weſtmin- 
fer, unto thefixth day of oFober next 

. Coming, then, there to be holden. It is Ordained by the au- 
thority ofthis preſent Parliament, that all-be-it apy ſuch pro- 
rogation and adjournment be had, yet if for any urgent 
cauſe moving his highneſs, it ſhall be though to the ſame 
behoveful;to reaſume, reaſſemble, and have appearance of 
this his ſaid ParG1mers, at any time or place, within = his 
Wg- 
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Kingdom, aforethe ſaid fixth day of 0obey, that then: at his 
pleaſure he may direQ his ſeveral Writs to the Sheriff or 
Sheriffes of every ſhire of this bis Realm, to make open Pro- 
clamation in-every ſhire Town, "That all Lords ſpiritualb 
and temporal, being Lords of Parliamers, and alt Knights of 
ſhires, Citizens of Cityes, and Burgefles of Broughs, return- 
edin this preſent Parliament, extonally appear at ſuch day 
and place, as inthe fame Writs of Proclamation ſhall be 
ſpecified : fo always that _—_ the ſaid writs be made out 
twenty days or more beforethe faid day of appearance limit- 
 edbythe fame : And that fuch appearance at that day and 

lace, tobe limited by the faid writs, be taken and had of 
ke force and effeR, as if the ſame King had prorogned and 
adjourned this his faid Parliment unto the ſame day and 
place. And that then the ſaid prorogation and adjournment 
to be had to the ſaid palace of Weſtminſter unto the ſaid fixth 
day,of 0ober to be void andof none effect, 

Andin this Inſtance,there are theſe two things obſeryable. 
Firſt, How careful our Anceſtors were inall their conceflions 
to their Kings, that they did not damage their Laws, and 
thereby hart the people, who had entruſted them. And next, 
That that was a very learned Age, and had the afliftance of 
Littleton and Huſſey, two, as great Lawyers as any one time 
bath produced, And certainly all this trouble, care and pains, 
both to King and parliament might have been ſaved, if 
eitherthat Age or thoſe learned men could have found out 
the expedient of a Parliament Proroguedor adjourned, ſine die, 
but there was none. 

And tis wellthatthere is not; for if the King by prorogati- 
OD, ſize die, may hold parliaments but in ffteer: months, then 
by a procogation ſe die, he may not hold them ( if he 
pleaſe J but in ffteen year, nay but in twice or thrice ffteves 
it he will, S694 

_ Andon the other hand, If the King by a prorogation f-+ 
ae, may hold a parliament, then he may-caMhem together 
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again in 7' or 8 dayes, when allthe Country members ate 

returned to their: homes, and none can attend by reaſon of 
the ſuddennefe thereof, but\ſ\uch as the King may hope 

forany thing from ( as we have already intimated: foinfi. 

nite are the miſchiets that would attend a ſe dje,-Proroga- 

tion, that, God be thanked, our Zaws and Anceſtors would 

neverabide it ( inany other ſence than we have ſaid) And 

therefore do not think the People of 'England will ever do 

that Indignity to their Zayys; That diſhonour to the Finger 

of God, which by ſo ftupendions and over-ruling a Provi- 

dence hath diflolved you ; Or that diſ-ſervice totheir own 

Intereſt, as everto acknowledge: you any more for their 

' Reprefentative. PS 1k $0 

Sine ie, beingthus unable to help in this matter, theſe 
Gentlemen are forced to return again to the Prorogation, as 
ſceing a_neceflity to ftand or fall by it, and either to make 
that good, or to be.totally routed, and therefore their laſt 
labour {ſpends it ſelf in; tumbling the Records; to find ont 
Prefidents, as if-Prefidents could prevail againſt Zaw, and 
'tis boaſted! by them / with mighty joy ) ll they have at 
laſt found out one Preſident in 2. Eli7. Reign, wherein a 
Parliament, was Prorogued for three dayes more than a 
Year. 

But we ſay, this is no Preſident at all, but only one illegal 
Fact, and thatthereis but one in nigh 400 Years ; And 300 
Prorogation make very little for the honour of thoſe that 
urge it; But if this-were a Preſident, what would it avail, 
fince it is directly contraryto ſo many known Zayys? For 
ita Preſident can make an illegal thing lawful, there is no 
wickedneſs under the Sun, but may bring a Preſident to 
warrant it And therefore the greateſt Sages of the Law 
_ hayealwayes aflerted, That the Layy is the Met wvand and 
Standard of Preſidents ; And that all Preſidents agaitiff the 
Lawy, vvere to be rejetted as wicked and wnyrir mmtable, Or 
cl ſe you a1 ve Pr efrdent 5 the Aaſtery over the Layv - Nay w 

the 
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the Levy, and ſet up, a nevv Rule of our prattice. = 

We have je and very antient preſidents to, thar 
this kingdom was of the Roms on ; what, is it 
therefore warrantable for us to follow thoſe Prefidents con- 
trary toLaw,and turn Papifts?We have a preſident that King 
John, contrary to law, the Realm of England to the 
Pope, Is it therefore lawful for any other King of Zng/and to 
do the ſame? We have alſo a prefident that Queen Zk;z, 
from whence your prefident it fetched ) contrary to Law, 
TImpriſoned ſome Members of the Houſe of Commons for 
ſpeaking their mind in Parliament, Is it therefore ever the 
more lawfull for the king and his ſuccefors to violate yous 

priviledges ? Wherefore unleſs the preſidents be lawful, it is 

not lawtul to follow your preſident, unkeſs you your ſelves” 
would be made ——_ to future Ages. And therefore 

it was well aid by the Lord chief Juſtice Br aw»pſtor, We are 
mot to. fland upon preſidents, but 'upon the Layy ; and tho 
preſidents look either the one 'yyay or the other, they are tobe 
brought back wnto the Layys. And the Lord Juſtice Yaughar 
tells you thus ; Though Preſidents have been ſo often that they 
may be called by the Name of Uſuage, yet that, if uſuage hath 
been. againſt the obvious meaning of an Att of Paris q 
in the vulgar and common acceptation of the Word, then « it © 
ian an Oppreſſion of thoſe concerned, then an Expoſition of 
the CAGH.. 

-+ Wherefore unleſs you will tand upon record as the Op- 
preſſors of all the people of Eng/and ( for no leſs than all 
the People of Ezgland are concerned herein ) you can ne- 
ver admit of any preſident againſt the obyious meaning of 
not one At alone, but ſo many Ads of Parliament, and 
that not in a wrefted ſence, but in the plain vulgar and com- 
mon'acceptationof the word... . 

Yourduty lying thus manifeſtly before you, there & no. 
og norte a man, that can obſtruct you, For it is only the 
fingle fear, that the people will not chooſe you again, that 
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can make you deny it, and to deceive ahy, \rthe truſts they 
have given you, becauſe you doubt they will credit you no 
more, is but an odd kind of hone fty, neither does the policy 
thereof lookover ſtrong, fot to be ſure your betraying your 
cruſt, in oppofingthe Lays and the Inteteſt of the People, 
is never the way to bechoſtn agam, © ' © | 
But on the contrary, your ffout and faithful ſtanding for, 
and defending them, is an infallible way to have your truſts 
renewed. And to think to keep it againft the peoples will, 
wa weakned too great forany man; that would be reckoned 
more than once removed, ---, | | 
Pray remember your Etder Brother, the former long 
parliament, they would fit againſt the peoples defire, and 
yet, though they-had a ſpecial AR of le for their fit: 
ting, and an Army to back that At, yet you ſee when the 
people minds were turned againſt them, do they andtheir 
Army what they could, the people never lefc cill they had 
gnroofted them ; they took ſach vengeance on them as coft 
many of them their Lives, their Liberties, and the Fortunes 
ofalmoſtall of them : AY which it is pofhble might have 
been ſaved; had they obſerved their ſeaſon, aud inſtead of 
poſing themſelves, Iet the People have had their yearly 
Repreſentatives; for lack of which, the diflatisfaRtion and 
reveuge of the people was engaged againſt them, ſo thatit 
was themſelyes that firſt puld down ruine 'upon their own 
heads, For'by their long fitting, they wearied the Zou 
head, as you have done the Cawalire. And the worft Omen 
that $s a Govetnment, is, when its friends fall from it, 
And look what was the reaſon that turned the Gentlemen 
that were on the Parliament fide againſt them, and you will 
find the ſelf-fame reaſon turneth your old Friends againſt 
you; for asthey ſtomaked it then, to ſee a few of themſelves 
perpetuating their own Rule, to the excluſion of all others, 
fo do we now. | | | PO 
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And if the Nation would not endure that partament 
thoughthey had a Law for their-fitting, becauſe of their 
ſtrange and unwonted length, can you think the fame. peo- 
ple will abide your longer fitting in expreſs and utter defi: 
ance of all the laws ofthe kingdom ? And ſhallit be told to 
future generations, That E-gland choſe a parliament in fixty 
one, = after they had fate fifteen years, and were by an 
illegal prorogation, legally diffolved, yet out oha wretched 
unconſcionable defire to fit yet longer 5 Betrayed the People 
that choſe them; And ſate upon a Prerogative account, conrary 
zo the known Lavys of the Kingdom. = 


Nor let any man thinkit trange that we account it Thar 
ſon for you to ſit and AR contrary to our Laws : For if in 
the firſt parliament of Richard the ſecond, Grimes and 1/7 
on, for lack of Courage only, were adjudged guilty of Trea- 
ſon for ſurrendring the places committed to their Truft,; 
How much more you? if you turn Rexegadoes to the people 
that entrafſted ' you ? and as much as io you lies ſurrender, 
nota lictle pittifull Caſtle or two, but all the legal defece 
thepeople of England have for their Lives, Liborties and 
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Properties at once, 


\Neicher letthe vain perſwaſion delude you,that no prefi- 
dent can be found, that one Ergl;/h Parliament hath harvged 
up another, / though peradventure even that may be pro- 
veda miſtake) for an-unpreſidented crime calls 7h an un» 
prefidented puniſhment, and if you ſhall be ſo wicked to do 
the one / or rather endeavour to do, for now you are no lon- 
ger a parliament ) what ground of confidence you can have 
that none. will be found ſo worthy to do the other, we 
cannot, underſtand, and, do. faithfully promiſe { if your 
unworthyneſs. do. provoke us to it / that ve will uſe our 
honeſt and uttermoſt .: endeayours whenever a New 
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New parliament ſhall be called ) to chooſe ſuch as may con. 
vince you of your miſtake. 'The old and infallible Obſer. 
vation, That Parliaments are the pulſe of the people, ſhall 
fooſe its efteem, or you will find that this your preſumption 
was over fond, however it argues but a bad mind to fin be. 
caafe it belives it ſhall not be puniſhed. 

Bar all grand offenders againſt the law. ever were of that 
belief, butit hath faild them very oft, For Andrevy Kory in 
his 2irror of Juftice, tells us, That 4/f7ed hanged Darling, 
Segnor, Cadyvine, Cole and 40, Judges more for juding 
contrary to:Law : And yet all thoſe falſe judgements were 
but in particular and private caſes and concernments, not 
uponthe Laws themſelves. And our Hiſtories of later times 
fay, That Sir w; Thorp, Chicf Juſtice of the X ings Bench, in 
the reign of Z4.3.for receiving but one poor hundred pound 
in-Bribes, wasfor that alone, adjudged to be hanged, and all 
his Lands and Goods forfeited, and this reaſon rendred for 
his condemnation, Becauſe thereby, as much as in him lay, he 
had broken the Kings Oath, made unto the People, which the 
King had entruſted him wvyithall: And in. the 11th year of 
Richard the 2d, The Lord chief Juſtice Ty:/i/;a7 was hanged 
drawn and quartered, for giving his judgement that the king 
might ACt contrary to one Particular Statute. And Black 
the Kings Council, and Uske the Under-ſheriff of M7ddle/ex 
with 5 more perſons of quality, were alſo hanged for but 
aſliſting in that Caſe. 

And in the firſt year of Mey. 8 Empſonand Dadley ( not- 
withſtanding they were two of the kings privy conncil) were 
hang'd for procuring andexecutingan AQ of Parliament, 
contrary to the Fundamental Laws ofthe kingdom, and to 
the = vexation of the People. And io the of Her. 8 
Cardinal wYool/ey was acounted:guilty of High 'Treaſon for 
endeavouring to ſubvert the Common Laws of the landand 
to introducethe Civil Layyin itsftead. Divers later inſtan- 
ces might be giver, but that it is not prudence to _ 

rut 
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Truth too cloſe at the heels, neither will it be necefary ta 
name more,:if theſe are well-confideret; For ifithe Lord! 
. Chief Juſtice Throp, for receiving the Bribery ofa hundred 
pounds: was adjudged to: be hanged;.as one that had made 
the King break his Oathto the people, howmuch more gil. 
ty are they of making the King break his Coronation Oath, 
that perſwadehim-to a againit altthe laws for holding par- 
laments which he is ſworn to maintain > And the lord chief 
Taftice Treſilian was hanged, drawn and-quartered, for adyi- 
fing the king to a contrary to one Statute only, VVhat do 
they deſerve that adviſe the king to a@ not only againſt one 
Ratate, but againſt all theſe antient laws and-ſtatutes of the 
Realm! Andif Blake the kings Cpuncil,-but for affifting in 
| the matter;anddrawing up Inditements by the kings Com- 
mand, contrary to. Law, though itis likely-he pleaded the 
kings Order forit,. his duty to-doit, and that it was but pros 
farms, what he did, yetif he was hanged, drawn and quar- 
terd.for that, what. Juſtice is due to. that affift in the 
- eotal deſtruction of all the Laws of the Nation ? Andif Uske 
_ Under-Sheriffe, whoſe Office tistoexecute the Laws ) 
but indeavouring, to aid” Trefliar, Blake and thein ac- 
coinplices, againft one ſingle Statute, was alſo with 5-more 
hanged drawn and quartered, what puniſhment do they de< 
ſerve, that ayd and endeavour the ſubverſion of no les than 
all the laws of the kingdom ? Nay, if Epſon and Dudley tho 
they had an Act of Parliament on their fide, yet that Act be-- 
ing againſt the known Laws ofthe Land, were hanged as 
Traitors for putting that ſtatute in execution,' and. if Woolſey * 
was accounted guilty -of high"Lreaſon for endeavouringto 
exchange the laws of Eg/ard for the Civil laws 2 How great 
muſt be your condemnation, and of how muchſorer puniſl> 
ment muſt you be judged worthy. it you ſhould but endea- 
vourto ſit and a&as a Parliament upon this Prorogation? for 
you have not.only. no law to plead, as Dudley and Empſoi 
had, but are direAly contrary to all ous laws, of every kind: 
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And you will thereby not only attempt to exchange ony 
lawes, as Woolſey did, but to put us intoa ftate-ofno law at 
Having thus faithfully diſcharged our duty; and layd 
yours before you, that through no inadvertency you may 
be ſurpriſed, we have done, Not atall doubting the iflue 
thereof; for, if t be his Majeſties honour and true intreft, to 
keep the Laws he hath ſo ſolemnly {worn and proteſted to 
do, as affuredly*itiis 3 we' have no Reaſon .to:doubt him, 
And if thoſe worthy Patriors in the Lords: Houſe, whoſe 
names can never bementioned, with that Honour, they de- 
ſerve from the!: , did' defire to addreſs to his Majefty 
tifteen' thouths aþo'for the Parliaments difolution, and 
fince all the reafons thirmoved them theretoat that time,do 
{ill continue, and hat this 'main reaſon in tow alſo added, 
That this Parliamentcan fit and At no more as a Parliament 
withoutthe total ſubyerfion ofthe'laws,and the very confi. 
tation of the Goverament'of Ee/2d we have-no reaſonto 
doubbtheLords;*'* <0 2575.1 5/1 IE 0 EIT Gt: } 
Ant iftheConnnons ſhaflbnt confider from whence,and 
for what end they. receivgd theit truſt, we have no cauſe at 
all todoubtthem neither ; for certianly among them as well 
asamongthelords,arc a greater number of petfons of honor 
wiſdonl and fortune, then of thoſe that are Indigent of all, 
and that will think with themſelves, that if not above halte 
the people of England are repreſented by them, and that two 
thirds of thatþaltethat are repreſented, are weary of their 
Gting and defirous of their diſſolution, and that 5. Parts of 
&xdo: belive they can never more legaly fit as a Parliament, 
and that fixth ſeem doubtful ; And fince that worthy part 
of the Commons, ' can get nothing to. themſelves in part!- 
cular by ſitting, and that if 5, xo, or 20 years hence, they 
{hould by another Parliament be found to have uſurped the 
Legiſlativopower. of Exglaud, tothe 'Ruineof our LawGs, 
and the defttrntian of the people; they would'be ſure - ud 
we 
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ſwer it, with no leſs then their Lives and Fortunes ; and fince 
ifthey ſhould preſume to fit To many perfonsof quality; are 
reſolved not to pay any taxes, or obey any other of their ats 
without firſt trying their validity-by due proceſs of law, And 
what pleaſure or advantage his Majeſty can take, or they 
themſelvs can have,in their fitting as a Parliament, when their 


eo1 a Parliament thathathſ6 vearegimnolſed i 
= 
ego ly difſolved, we leave to'thernſclves to-Judge: 'L 
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e has been. ſo: much-already fait i this and 
__ ther Diſcourſes concerbing the late-Prorogation 
— offifieen Months.to prove it a Difſalationip Law 
and bkowiſero-dhewthas 4 nal Gone 
1oraParkahyent, would digdfhly tend: tot gory = 

the Fundamentals of our Zngiich Gop/ermmens,: that doubt - 
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not but it will be ſufficient to conviuce all Rational perſons, 
unleſs fuch whoſe Intereft leads them to maintain their ufur- 
ped Authority, and whoſe Debauchery hath them 
ro receive that Yoke of Slavery which is defign'd for them. 
Yet ſigoe I find ſome ftartled at that unjuſt cenſure, which 
paſt on thoſe noble Lords, which vindicated the Rights of 
their Covntry ; and at the ſpeedy Reſolution of the Com- 

mons,which ſuffered itnotto be put direRtly to the queſtion, 

Ithought it neceffary to offer ſomething to their Confide- 

ration, that they may not deſert their Birth-rights for every 
upjoh Oppotitos, or imagine that the Cauſe has thereby 
TEccived any conſiderable prejudice. 

TI willnotundertake to giye you a Relation of hg 
ſedin both Houſes the two firſt dayes of their late Sefton, 
' you may expe that in a diſtin 'Lreatiſe from ſome abler 
Hand; I willonly put you in mind, That the Lords were 
denied both to demand the Opinion of the Judges as to the 
matter of Law before them, and to reſolve the Houſe into a 
Grand Committee, whereby they might have had oppor- 
tunity of replying to the pretended by. of of the contrary 
party, both whichare the undoubted Rights of every Peer: 
In the Houſe of Commons, the legality of the Prorogarion 
was debated under the Queſtion of Elefing or not Eletting 
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wevy Committees, and though it was Voted Legal by 1835 
againſt 165, --- yet the Hinor.part conlifted of ſuch as 
are known to be moſt learned in the Records of Parliamens, 
and whoſe integrity remains leaſt ſpotted in the almoſt uni. 
zerfal corruption of the Houſe ; 1 only defire you tocon- 
fider how improper Jugges they were of the matter in de- 
bate, if the late Prorogatzon did amount to a Diſſolution, they 
had no longer Authority to examine it, their Power revoly'd. 
tothe People of Erg/audthat intrufted them, and without a 
Nevy Elettion, they are the greateft Uſurpers in the world, 

But Power is ſo gratefull to all men that have long time 
enjoyed it, that it is allmoſt impoſſible to perſwade them to 
quit the unjuſt poſſeflion of it; if any Member ofthe Co:- 
v2ntions that met under the late Uſurper Cromyyel, had mo- 
ved in the Houſe, that they ought notto fir there as a Legiſ- 
lative Power,. becauſe they were not ſummoned by his 
Majefties Writ ; no doubt but they would have Voted them- 
ſelves a Legal Parliament, and haverewarded the Loyalty 
of the firſt Mover with the ſame Juftice as the Houſe of 
Lords lately did the Duke of. Buckingham, the Earl of Salis- 
bury, the Earl of Shafzsbury, andthe Lord Wharton. 

L wiſh you would likewiſe conſider under what circumftan- 
cesa great part ofthisHouſe lie,how many of them would be 
deprived of the Penſions they only enjoy during their Sefli- 
on in Parliament; and many of them have ſcarce Lands 
enough left to entitle them to a new EleRion. Others would 
be forced to the payment of their Debts, avd the Law left to 
its free Courſe ; A general Bleſſing to the Natiov, but (in 
their opinion) the greateſt misfortune can befall themſclves. 
All of them would.return to their Countries to give an ac- 
count of thoſe Liberties the People of England intruſted 
them with, and Ileave the Impartial Reader to Judge huw 
well they have performed their Truſt. 

What Reſolutions then would you expe from ſuch men, 
dut what you now meet with; but I hope no lover of the 
h D I apys 
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Lavys and Liberties of Age will quietly ſubmit to the 
Violation of them, We often read thatthe AQts of lawful 
Parliaments have been Voted Illegal by ſucceeding ones, 
and ſometimes that their whole TranſaQions have been ad. 
judged void; 1 do not in the leaft doubt to ſee the ſame 
Fate happen to our preſent Convention, and that ſpeedily, 
ifthe Nation does not deſert its own Intereſt, 

L will not propoſe any thing but what has been ſuccesful. 
ly warranted by the Example of our Anceftors ; They have 
always maintained their Righttotheir Eftates, and that 
could not be diſpoſed of without their Conſent in Parlia- 
ment; How plainly then does he betray the Liberty of his 
Country, that pays any Tax not impoſed by that Authority? 
And whoever does peruſe the preceding Diſcourſe, muſt ac- 
knowledge, That all Sabfidies demanded before a New 
EleCtion,ought to be eſteemed no otherwiſe. 

I do not write this to expoſe any to an unnecefary dan- 
ger, I am very confident there will be many perſons of Qua- 
lity found, who will not ſubmit to this illegal Impofition, how 
expedient ſoever it were otherwiſe to the Nation ; and per- 
haps if their Goods are diftrained for want of payment, will 
require the opinion of the Judges in e/t-minffer Hall,though 
they were unwilling to give itin the Houſe of Lords. 1 am 
{ure it will be very Pan gerous for them to give a falſe Judge- 
ment ina Caſe wherein the Fundamental Layys of England 
are ſo much concerned. 

If there are any others who are unwilling to expoſe them- 
ſelves immediately to a publick Trial,let them all at leaſt own 
their Liberties fo far, as to ſuffer their Goods to be Diftraiv- 

ed; no man willbe frighted at the Trouble or Charge of it, 
that conſiders them. 
The.2vy requires, that their goods ſhould be fold at the beſt 
rates, and the Overplas returned to the Owner;or they may 
procure ſome Friend to bay ſo much of them at a true value 
as will ſatisfy the ſum demanded, "They may then brin S _ 
tt 0 


Fore very Dictull to {ucceeding 
to 


+ great Examples of our Ance/tors, we ſhall appear leſs gb" 
,  ; do Th = 
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ARtion of Treſpaſs againſt the Officers that levy the Tax, at 
apy time within fix years, or by continuing the Writ, which 
ill coſt them a very ſmall matter, they may defer the Trial 
till ſuch time as they find the Courſe of Law Free and Un- 
difturbed. A_good Erglish Jury will take care fully to re- 
compence them the Damage they ſhall ſuffer in ſo publick a 
Cauſe, | 
© I have always obſerved that the refuſing of unj#ft Taxes 
has ended in the Honour of thoſe thatwithttood them, and 
the greater Security to the Nation, The Impriſqnment of 
Sic John Elzoz and others, ir: Tertio Caroli, for refuffo gto pay 
Maney to the. Loan, contrary to the. Great Charter of Eng- 
lind, produced that admirable Zyy, called the Petition of 
Right, in the ſubſequent Parliament; and has made their 
memories dear toall good Erglish-mer, . So when Tunrage 
and Poundage were ; MEAT Luarto Carolt, contrary to 
the Liberty of thc SubjefFs of En glaud, Mr, Chambers and 0- 
ther Merchants of Zondon bravely oppoſed it, notwithſtand- 
ing the Ordersof the Privy Council, and the unjuſt procced- 
ings of the Cour? of Exchequer, incommanding the Sheriffs 
not to execute their W+;zs of Replevin; For which good Ser- 
vice; they receiveda Publick Commendation in Parliament 
the ſameyear, and their Names remain Recorded to all Po- 
Rtericies for good Parriozs. Nay more, [The King in his 
'Specch the ſame Seſfior, thought it, requiſite for the ſatisfy- 
Ing the mai ds of the Commons, to afſure them, That he did 
net Claim;Tunnage and Poundage by any Prerogative, but 
ſolely as the Gift of his People. An acknowl:dgment which 
| ' (AE 
onclude the Ape welivg in yery-unſortu- 
| vill yeal ſome. ngltsh-men bold enough 
.AUlert their. Leyys and WOTer notwithſtanding all its 
| Oppreſſors, I aw fure jt will yery. much increaſe our Jnfa- 
my, it after ſo many Informatiqns. of qur Rights, and the 
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of Preſerving them : And Poſterity may well adjudge ns 
ripe for Shyery, when they ſhall find we wanted Courage 
to defend our Liberty, | 


—_—— _—_—— 
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Directions t0 all good Englisſh-men, yyho Shall refuſe to pay 
the laſt Tax of five hundred thouſand. Pounds, or any 
other Tax unlayyfully impoſed on them by the Conventi- 
on. Hoyy te govern themſelves according to Levy, and 
what the Expence of the Lavy 4s, that they may no wuy 
be Abuſed, Deceived, or Oppreſſed. 


N all Caſes where Goods are Diftrained and Sold with- 
out a legal Authority, the Owner may at his EleQion 
have an ©AM#10r of Treſpaſs, or au Aion of Trover and Com- 
1iſ/ion againſt the Perſon that ſo Diftrained and Sold them; 
and if the Owner think fit he may joyn theBuyer in the 474 
onof Trover, or may bring it againſt Buyer or Seller alone, if 
the Goods are not Sold in ani Open Market. Bur” if they be 
Sold in an Open Market, no _1z07: will lye againſt the 
Buyer, but againftthe Perſon only who Diftrained and Sold, 
the 


m. 

When Goods are Diftrain'd andnot Sold, an 47im of 
Trover lyes againſt the Perſox that Diftrained, and others in 
-whoſe Cuſtody the Goods are, But befote you bring this 
Adion, you muſt demand the Goods of the Perſon that 
Diftrained them before ſufficient Witneſs, and' if you will 

 joynthe Perſon in whofe Cuſtody the Goods are, ar bring 
an AQtion Gingly againſt him, then you muſt demand the 
Goods of hitv alſo, or elſe be able to-prove, that they or one 
of them have Uſed the Goods. In fe firſt Caſe the Deny- 
all to Deliver them, is a Converſion in Law ; and. in the laſt 

Caſe the Uſing the Goods, is ay ARtual Converſion, ic 
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if the Owner of the Goods ſhall think it more Convent. 
ent to pay the Money demanded, rather than ſuffer his 
Goods to be Sold, and ſhall pay itaccordingly, in ſuch Caſe 
an AQtion of Treſpaſe will. only lye for taking away the 
Plaintiffs Goods, and detaining them till e had paid fuch 4 
ſam of Money. | CA PIO 

*- Eitherof theſe 47s __ Commenced at agy time 
within fix years after the Caufe of Afhioenccrand, indi the 
goods of any Perſons being under the Age of 2x years, Nor: 
compus Mentis, Impri ; of beyond the Seas, be Diftrair- 


ed ; then ſuch Perlons may Commence their 475017 ar atiy 


time within fix years after they come to be of full Age, of 
found Memory, at Large, and Return'd from beyond the 
"= 


Ls to the Charges of Commenting Þþ Attion of Trover 
and Converſion, Theſe are the Fees. 


& $3, & 
For drawing the Precipe, S 2 2 
For the Original Writ, RY Be 
For the Returning and Filcjng thereof © o 8 
For the M7/rorneys Fee 6 3 

o 8 $ 


In Treſpaſſes the Fees are thur; 


l 

For drawing the Precipe, 0 
For the Original Writ, 0 
For Returning and Filging thereok © 
Attorneys Fee, © 
O 


© 

And ifany ſhallbe ſo hardy'to make a Diſtreſs a ſecond 
time, or oftenner , upon pretence of more Payments be. 
comming due, though ſuch Uiſtrefles are made at ſeveral 
Times, yet, one Writ will be ſufficient for all ſuch illegal 

Diftreſles, FOE 
Thus you ſeethe little Charge the Subject is at for affert. 
ing his Property and Commencing his Action, For the 
Danger, if you were liable to any by the Zeyy, 1 would tell 
it yon, and ſeeing there is none, i hope ao Man will be fo 
wagohs age gr" and ſo little an English-man, to betray 
is Liberty, Life, Birth-Right, Eſtate and Poſterity to the 
Arbitrary Power ofa uo thee apy abeg Wegal Pow. 
er under Heaven, 


